
1 
 

RURAL ECONOMY AND CONNECTIVITY COMMITTEE 
 
CALL FOR EVIDENCE ON THE DOGS (PROTECTION OF LIVESTOCK) 
(AMENDMENT) (SCOTLAND) BILL 
 
SUBMISSION FROM ANONYMOUS 2 
 

Whilst I agree that dog owners should be in control of their dogs and having attended 
numerous incidents. Numerous of which, the dog has been in the field where 
livestock has been, with the dog having not attacked any animal or shown any 
interest in doing so, however got into the field because the fencing/walls have been 
completely inadequate. I have also attended, where livestock have been 
unfortunately attacked.  
 
The proposals which are being put forward are not appropriate.  Every year livestock 
are killed or attacked by a variety of animals, such as foxes and a range of birds from 
crows to birds of prey, to name a few. So alot has to be taken into consideration 
before the drastic penalisation of dogs and their owners.  
 
1. The full circumstances in which the animal was able to get into the field and what 
Exactly happened.  
 
2. Has the farmer/crofter/owner of the livestock got suitable fencing/walls in place for 
security of the livestock. Many don't and are not prepared to pay money to repair 
fencing, therefore are not protecting livestock, which is their legal obligation to do so. 
Many can't even tell you how many sheep were in their field in the first place but yet 
demand a dog be put down, because it ran through a field of inappropriate security, 
not having attacked any animal, however the owner gets charged with their dog 
'being at large'. I don't agree that dogs should be in the field without permission. 
However, if the field is next to a walk and has not got proper security, a dog may go 
in as they love to follow a scent, that's what dogs do. So it is both the responsibility of 
the owner of the livestock/field to ensure appropriate security and with that, the 
owner of the dog so ensure it does not get through the appropriate security.  
 
Several road accidents are caused by livestock being on the road every year, due to 
inappropriate fencing/boundary walls for the animals. The excuse of using 'common 
grazing' gives crofters the opportunity to not appropriately care for their sheep. You 
only have to travel the length of the western Isles to see that. Common grazing is 
something that should come to an end. Every year you see dishevelled sheep that 
could do with veterinary care..  
 
Look in to the road traffic act with regards to livestock for the legislation on them 
being on roads. Also look into how many collisions have been caused by livestock 
being on roads and injury to humans or costs of damage to their vehicle.  
 
3. What training has the owner of the dog done with the dog and what are they 
prepared to do to train their dog.  
 
4. What measurements have been put in place by the owners to prevent this 
happening again, ie, have they ensured their own accommodation is secure, if the 
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dog got out from their property. What collars, leads, harness, muzzle do they use or 
are prepared to use.  
 
5. In a world where mental health is such a huge problem and all that some people 
have is their animal, why not look to help people. Quite frankly the suicide rate at the 
moment is ridiculous and so so sad that people can't see any other way than to take 
their own life. Real criminals are not being put into prison, how can you possibly think 
that by putting a person in prison and taking their dog away from them will help this 
matter. Furthermore, due to covid19 the whole world is in a financial state. People in 
Scotland have lost their jobs left, right and centre. Who's got £5000?? 
 
6. If a dog gets into an insecure field or a field where the height of fencing/wall is 
ridiculously small or damaged and if an incident should happen, then both owner of 
dog and livestock should be prosecuted. Every animal has to be protected and 
shooting one or giving a lethal injection, is not the quick fix answer.  
 
7. If an attacking incident happens, whereby a dog attacks after getting into a 
completely secure field, then it should be mandatory for owner of said dog to pay 
compensation for the livestock and attend dog training. If they fail to comply then, the 
dog should be rehomed.  
 
8. It should be mandatory for all owners of a new dog to attend training classes for 
minimum of a year and to have vet checks every 6months. That way, the vet can 
give a reasonable assessment of the dog.  
 
As a person who loves all animals. I would love to see an end to harm coming to 
them through human negligence on all accounts.  
 
Please speak with vets/sspca, dog behaviourists and any other sensible person that 
can come to a sensible decision about this. At the moment, it just seems like a dog 
hating campaign by owners of livestock, many of whom will not be prepared to take 
adequate measures to protect their livestock, because it all boils down to money. 
 


